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FVAA NSW SEALERS   
 
Sydney Metro Area    Central Coast 
Frank Kleinig  BH.45 777 221   Anthony Humphrey BH.43 53 0866 
David Cutts   BH.96 27 2810  Greg Douglass  Mob.0402 237 507 
Edan Fleming  Mob.0412 477 437 ACT 
Phil Lewis  BH.45 78 4924  Col Merz  Mob.0412 316 275 
      Morgan Freemantle Mob.0412 140 147 
Important Notes 
No engine may be sealed by the same sealer twice in a row.  A copy of the sealing sheet must be 
kept with the car log book and produced on demand. 
Sealing fees apply. 
 
CONTACT LIST 
  
President   Ray Filetti  0404 078 636 
Vice President   Gary Ogden  0404 815 561 
Secretary   Glenn Moulds  0418 609 320 
Treasurer   Leigh Porter  0417 439 390 
Technical Director  Kevin Humphrey 0409 454 591 
Competition Secretary  Leigh Porter  0417 439 390 
Race Entries   Leigh Porter  0417 439 390 
Committee   Daniel Pauperis  02 9649 1442 (BH) 
Committee   Michael Kinsella 0414 282 599 
Committee   Dylan Thomas  0431 822 997 
Magazine/Social  Naomi Adams  0438 419 021 
 
2008 FORMULA VEE ROAD RACING CALENDAR 
 
Round 1 April 12-13  Wakefield Park 
Multi Club          May 3                             Oran Park 
Round 2 May 24-25  Eastern Creek Raceway 
Nat Round 1   June 14-15         Phillip Island 
Round 3 June 21-22  Oran Park 
Round 4 July 26-27  Oran Park 
Multi Club         3 August  Eastern Creek 
Round 5 August 16-17  Wakefield 
Nat Round 2 30-31 August  Oran Park 
Round 6 September 27-28 Eastern Creek Raceway 
Nat Round 3 1-2 November  Mallala  
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PRESIDENTS REPORT, BY RAY FILETTI 

So far this year the committee has been working hard on a number of administrative back-issues 
necessary to get the Formula Vee house in order.  The most important has been the preparation 
and lodgement of Department of Fair Trading returns.  Our Treasurer, Leigh Porter, has taken 
much of his valuable time over several evenings and weekends to sort things out.  My sincere 
thanks go to Leigh Porter for all his hard work, on this and other work. 

It’s important for all members to remember that the behind-the-scenes work by the committee, 
and others such as Col Merz, Liz Porter, Bob Proctor, Monica Chivas, and Robyn Reynolds (sorry 
if I have left someone out) who helped out at the Wakefield Park scrutineering and BBQ, keeps 
the Formula Vee wheels rolling.  Thanks to you all. 

Fortunately, we will soon be back on to our main agenda items, such as organising the upcoming 
Sealing Card Day, the sorely needed, Sealer’s Workshop, Sealing Card Day, all the day-to-day 
administrative work, and more initiatives to encourage and increase membership.      

Meanwhile, our State Championship has finally commenced after an eight-month break, and after 
the anti-climax of Bathurst.  Wakefield Park was simply fantastic for Formula Vee.  All the recent 
years of hard work is now paying off, with full grids, great cars, and great racing.  The qualifying 
sheet was the most amazing I have seen in my twenty years of Formula Vee, with 15 Vees within 
one second, and 23 Vees within two seconds.  The remaining cars were not too far back either.  
This demonstrates that our rules are on the right track (pardon pun). 

Best of all, I really think that we have never been more respected by CAMS and trackside officials.  
The NSW Formula Vee State Championship must be the top state level racing series in Australia.   
Our next five State Championship rounds can’t be missed. 

The first general members meeting took place at Wakefield Park, and although it was well 
attended, many more members could have been present.  Being the first, we had lots of business 
to cover, so it took longer than we all would have liked  This time constraint is the one problem 
with having the meetings at the circuits.  The next meetings will be briefer, but just as exciting!  
Another highlight of the weekend was the huge numbers that attended “Saturday Night Live” 
dinner at Trappers.   Great fun! 

In the meantime, in between magazines, we will continue to send News Bulletin emails to keep all 
members informed as much as possible.  If any members need any assistance, contact any of 
the committee. 

Please drive carefully, on and off the race track, and be pleasant at all times. 

Post Note.   The Oran Park Day/Night meeting exceeded my expectations, with what could be the 
races of the year.  Thanks to all competitors and supporters for a great day and evening. 
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EDITORS PIECE 
  
Hi All 
 
I hope that everyone enjoyed Round 1 at Wakefield Park and the Day-Night meeting at Oran Park 
as much as I did. Everyone that attended really helped to show what a great category we are and 
just how far we have progressed. Naomi and I stayed with some of the HQ racers at Wakefield 
Park, listening to their comments on the progression of HQ’s and motor sport as a whole made 
me realize just how lucky we are to be in Formula Vee, lets all keep up the hard work. 
 
Big thank you to all who helped with the BBQ at Wakefield and Oran Park, an especially big thank 
you to Leigh Porter who cooked with a crook hand while Ray and I stood around drinking beer, 
oblivious to what was going on! I hope the hand mends up well and stay away from those power 
tools for a while! 
 
To Ray and David Cutts, thanks for supporting the magazine with your articles, Ray’s race reports 
are always an entertaining read and David’s advice invaluable as always. It would however be 
fantastic if we could get some more articles. I would especially like to hear from Super Sprint and 
Hill Climb competitors. If someone could just email me results and a paragraph or to as to what 
happened, that would be great. 
 
Another point, a lot of people read this magazine. I know for a fact that it goes all over Australia 
and also overseas via the internet. If someone wants to support FVANSW by advertising in the 
magazine, it would be much appreciated. Please contact myself or Ray for more info. 
 
Finally if there is something really great (or not so great) about this magazine, please email me 
and let me know. This is your magazine and you have paid for it. You may as well try to improve it! 
 
I hope everyone enjoys the magazine and I hope to see as many of you as possible at Eastern 
Creek. 
 
Daniel 
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Can anyone guess who is racing in this photo? 
 

Send your guesses to fvee91@yahoo.com.au Points will be awarded for this photo and photos to 
come in the future and a prize awarded at the presentation dinner. All financial, honorary and life 
members are welcome to guess. 
 
As a guide, a ‘most correct answer’ would include: 

·  Drivers name, car make and competition number (if obscured) of every car. 
·  Track, Date, Event title 
·  Final Race Result 
·  Any  relevant information regarding this photo 

 
The most correct guess received will receive 100 points, and other entries will be graded 
accordingly, so even if you can only recognize one or two cars, have a go. 
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MEMBERS CORNER 

A name from the past has been quietly (and a bit slowly) working at getting a new Mako onto the 
track.  Simon Pace  last raced a Formula Vee in about 2004, his racing career coming to an 
unfortunate but fortunately temporary end when he rolled at the top of the Wakefield Park circuit.  
Simon has a new Mako under construction, and should be ready for a career-resumption later 
this year. 

Top South Australian driver, Asher Johnston , has joined the FVANSW, and will be driving a 
brand new Jacer as soon as it is complete for one of the upcoming Oran Park State 
Championship rounds.  Asher started circuit racing in a Formula Vee after an illustrious karting 
career, eventually winning the Victorian State Title in 2005 in a Scorpion.  Asher then moved on 
to Formula Ford as the lead Victorian State driver in a factory G-Force Mygale. 

Rookie Vee driver, Brad Lewis , has proven himself to be a worthy FVANSW member.  On the 
Friday before the Wakefield Park round, the rear transverse leaf spring on his Spectre dropped 
hard on the ground while he was adjusting the rear ride height.  Unfortunately, Brad’s fingers 
were directly beneath the spring.  One hugely swollen finger didn’t stop Brad from driving well 
through the weekend.  Brad said he didn’t feel a thing.  As they say, no brain, no pain.  See, a 
perfect FVANSW member! 

The “Team ACT” drivers were out in force at Wakefield Park, with the unexpected but welcome 
addition of Tom Ballard  to Formula Vee racing.  Tom resurrected his Jacer for this one-off event 
while the engine for his Mygale Formula Ford was being rebuilt. Tom finished 9th, 6th, and 7th, 
over the weekend.  Perhaps he should rejoin the FVANSW and aim for a top ten finish in the 
Formula Vee State Championship? 

A number of Vee drivers have added to the numbers of future potential Vee drivers in recent 
weeks.  FVANSW committee member, Dylan Thomas , became a first-time dad recently, while, 
Kieran McLaughlin  is to be a dad again in a few months time, his third in four years - all while 
hardly missing a race meeting! 

No one was more surprised than John McDonald  at his dramatic pole position in qualifying at 
Wakefield Park.  His excitement was short-lived after John’s aerobatic performance at Turn 10 
when he and Dylan Thomas touched wheels, resulting in John pirouetting over Dylan’s helmet.  
However, John’s race-cam graphically showed how much John’s Mako was figuratively punched 
and kicked across the circuit from all angles by other competitors in the entire lap leading up to 
the incident.  The roars coming from John’s trailer while watching the race cam could be heard 
across the pits! 

    

The youngest driver in Formula Vee, 16 year old Aaren Russell , made an impressive debut in 
State Championship racing, finishing 17th, 12th, and a fantastic eighth in the last race.  Aaren 
debuted on Australian circuits at Bathurst, but Aaren is more than a rookie because he has 
several New Zealand Formula First races under his seat belts throughout 2007 while aged 15.  
Aaren’s performance at Wakefield Park shows he has picked up at least one good lesson from 
his famous dad – keep out of trouble and get good results! 
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Another name from the dark past has rejoined the FVANSW, and hopes to get his backside into a 
Vee again sometime soon.  Ray Begg  raced a Formula Vee in the mid nineties, and the news is 
he is on the lookout for a good Vee to test out his race craft skills once more. 

What can demonstrate enthusiasm for Formula Vee more than Andrew Curnow’s  ambition to 
build a Formula Vee competition in Darwin.  Andrew hales from WA and South Australia, and 
moved to Darwin for work.  Andrew has purchased Noel Gibson’s Spectre, and hopes to use it to 
spearhead Formula vee at the top end.  Andrew will also be racing at Oran Park in July.  

The FVANSW has a number of interstate members .  Shane Hart and Tim Hamilton, from 
Queensland, Craig Hendrick from Victoria, and Scott Blake, Asher Johnston, and Kevin Hill, from 
South Australia.  These boys know where the best racing is! 

 

RACE REPORT - WAKEFIELD PARK ROUND 1 NSW STATE CHAM PIONSHIP 

McDONALD TAKES POLE.  HERFORD TAKES TROPHY.  KINSEL LA TAKES THE 
ROUND!  LUCKY BOB WINS 1200’S – AGAIN! 

The day we have been waiting for for over seven months arrived at Wakefield Park in late April 
when 38 Formula Vees drove onto the circuit for the first round of the CAMS NSW Formula Vee 
State Championship.  A number of major team changes had occurred over the off-season, 
heightening expectations for an unpredictable year, and the largest number for many years of 
rookie drivers bodes well for Formula Vee for several years ahead.  

Adam Proctor arrived at Wakefield Park not with his runner-up Jacer from 2007, but has moved 
on to the 2007 Championship-winning Jacer driven in 2007 by his former team mate and 
Championship-winner Jason Cutts.  The famous F2K7 chassis has been resprayed black and 
newly-sponsored by the Glenella Group of companies, and no doubt Adam hopes that his new 
mount will lift him one position at the end of the year to the top step. 

Adam could be a favourite, but the departure of several top 2007 drivers have left a gap for other 
regular top drivers, such as Michael Kinsella, Stephen Butcher, Ryan Stott, Daniel Reynolds, and 
Nick Herford, to move up a few positions, with unknown challenges to be faced from the usually 
tough Queenslander Shane Hart, and Tim Hamilton in the Jacer-owned F2K7. 

The regular 1200 competitors, Bruce Pearce, Sean Birk, and Phillip Contessa, have been joined 
Bernie Cannon in the ex-Adam Curtis Kingfisher, and Michael Stipo in the ex-Frank Kleinig Mako. 

Rookie 1200 drivers Bernie Cannon and Michael Stipo, have been joined by 1600 rookies Nathan 
Brumby (new Stinger), Aaren Russell (Spectre), (Garry Hook (ex-Geoff Chappell Manta), Nathan 
Samson – he has been off the circuits for a long time after all – (new Stinger), and Brad Lewis 
(Spectre). 

Qualifying 

Qualifying commenced under brilliant clear skies and cool air, and the 38 cars made for the 
frenziest session of qualifying seen by any category that day.  By the end of the twenty minute 
session, it wasn’t any of the leading regulars topping the time sheet, but the popular John 
McDonald found himself and his Mako 3 on pole with the fastest time of 1.08.5487, ahead of 
Adam Proctor, Ryan Stott, Michael Kinsella, lead ACT driver Daniel Reynolds, Port Macquarie’s 
Nick Herford, Shane Hart, then Dylan Thomas in the fastest Stinger, one position ahead of his 
team leader, Stephen Butcher, followed by Mathew Pearce in his Penrith McDonalds Jacer. 

In what is probably the closest time sheet in Formula Vee history, the first fifteen cars were within 
one second of the fastest time, and the first twenty three cars were within two seconds of the 
fastest time. 

John could scarcely believe his great lap time, which was more than half a second faster than his 
next fastest time. 
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John McDonald sits on the Number 1 slot in the Race  1 pre-grid. 

 

Phillip Contessa finally led the 1200 cars to take the 1200 pole with his Mako, with the “old man” 
Bruce Pearce in his Lepton, Sean Birk in his Spectre, and rookies Michael Stipo and Bernie 
Cannon not far behind in their 1200-engined cars. 

RACE 1 

Race 1 commenced under clear afternoon skies and in cool air, and soon it was Michael Kinsella 
who took the lead away from John McDonald, with Adam Proctor assuming second place.  The 
field of cars settled into a careful rhythm throughout the race, with all the drivers feeling their way 
around the newly surfaced track and studying the moves of their surrounding competitors. 

 

John McDonald leads 38 Vees away  

Darren Pritchett spluttered around the first few corners off the start line, but only managed to 
clear two corners before parking the car on the grass under the shadow of the electricity tower at 
the top of the hill.  Queensland’s Shane Hart set the scene for a hard-charging weekend after his 
Jacer also spluttered around the circuit for two laps. 

Meanwhile, Sean Birk parked his newly-bodied Ghost Grey Spectre 1200 near Turn 10 after 
multiple collisions with another 1200 car, while Clem Fama rolled to a halt on the inside of Turns 
7 and 8 with one lap to go, his engine sounding more like a mechanic’s orchestra. 

The race for outright continued carefully to the finish line, with Kinsella and his Jacer leading 
almost all laps to take the first championship race win for 2008, followed by Proctor (Jacer), 
Herford (Jacer), McDonald (Mako 3/1), a hard charging Pearce (Jacer), another hard charging 
Ogden (Mako), Dylan Thomas, (Stinger), Jayson Willimason (Mako), Tom Ballard (Jacer), and 
finally Anthony Cavanagh (Jacer). 

In the 1200 class, Phillip Contessa politely allowed Bruce Pearce to pass him on lap two, but 
Bruce Pearce never politely returned the complement, Pearce finishing as the 1200 victor ahead 
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of Contessa for another race.  Michael Stipo took out the third 1200 podium position ahead of 
Bernie Cannon, with Sean Birk DNF’ing.  

 

 

Bernie Cannon makes a safe and cautious start to hi s racing career 

The rookies excelled themselves, with Aaren Russell safely making up several positions, Michael 
Stipo learning his way around the circuit from several different angles, Brad Lewis overcoming his 
self-inflicted hand injury and Friday problems to finish, Garry Hook improving his times, and 
Nathan Brumby and Bernie Cannon keeping on the track. 

 RACE 2 

 

A full grid of 38 Vees for Race 2 on Sunday Morning  

Race 2 commenced with Clem Fama sadly absent from the grid, but the race-scene was quickly 
set with Kinsella taking his Jacer to a clear lead throughout the race, with Adam Proctor and his 
Jacer again in Kinsella’s wake.  This time, Gary Ogden (Mako) continued his charge to finish third, 
followed by Pearce (Jacer), Herford (Jacer), Ballard (Jacer), Reynolds (Sabre), Willimason 
(Mako), Freemantle (Astec), and Ian Chivas (Jacer) moving into the top ten for the first time. 

Rookie Aaren Russell anonymously made up five positions from his 17th starting spot,  
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Michael Stipo in his gyro-Mako 

A crash occurred on lap five when Chris Purvis and Shane hart also collided after Turn 10, with 
perhaps a lesson to be learned in how not to make collisions happen.  Chris’ Polar Racing Team 
engineers. Mark and David McHenry, sourced a new H-beam and undertook a lightning H-beam 
replacement in time for the final race, while Shane Hart steamed over his engineers while they 
repaired his Grant Bromley-owned Jacer.  

 

Adam Proctor in his sleek factory Jacer 

Meanwhile, the race was highlighted by a frightening crash on the same lap when John 
McDonald was squeezed between cars going down the back straight, resulting in him almost-
understandably missing his braking mark entering the final turn.  John and Dylan Thomas, who 
was on John’s outside, collided as expected, John’s Mako then pirouetting over the cockpit of 
Dylan’s Stinger.  The side of the Stinger was ripped almost down to the floor, but Dylan and John 
fortunately escaped injury.   

The race for the 1200 class win was a repeat of Race 1 at the front, with Bruce Pearce leading 
Phillip Contessa comfortably after a collision between the two 1200 protagonists at Turn 2 set 
Phillip back, with Sean Birk recovering to lead Michael Stipo and Bernie Cannon to the finish line.   

All 1200 cars finished, which could not be said for the 1600 class, their DNF’s occurring with Tim 
Brook, Brad Lewis, Daniel Pauperis, Tim Hamilton, Nathan Samson, Stephen Butcher, Mark 
Williams, and Ryan Stott, who parked their cars before the chequered flag and visions of lots of 
car-passing in the final race to make up for their lost pride. 
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RACE 3 

 

Michael Kinsella leads the field away from Race 3 u nder dark skies 

With Michael Kinsella and his Jacer looking ominous for a clean sweep, Adam Proctor planned 
for a careful drive as the storm clouds enclosed the Wakefield Park circuit half an hour before the 
race start. 

The first ten laps were a repeat of Races 1 and 2, with the field frenzying for positions before the 
rain strikes.  Kinsella led the field through the first 11 laps, but as expected, the heavy raindrops 
started falling, and before long countless Formula Vees were eating dust in the Turn 2 and Turn 7 
sand traps as tyre grip instantly disappeared. 

Instantly, leader Michael Kinsella’s Jacer slewed sideways entering Turn 7, and amazingly quick 
responses kept his Jacer from pointing in the wrong direction, his car sliding sideways as he past 
the Turn 7 apex.   With a grin on his face that could be seen from the pits, Michael slotted the 
gearlever into first even before his lateral slide was arrested, but enough time had passed for 
Nick Herford and his red/blue/silver Freeman Loss Adjusters Jacer to take the lead only seconds 
after he stole second place from a shell-shocked and soaking Adam Proctor and his Glenella 
Jacer.   

Kinsella regained racing speed on the back straight, but with countless Vees stranded cockpit 
deep in every sand-trap within 20km of the circuit, the clerk of the course decided to end the race 
and the chequered was waved only seconds after Nick took an unexpected, but well deserved, 
inaugural Formula Vee win. 

 

Tom Ballard, Chivo, and Birkie in trouble after the  Race 3 downpour 



 -  - 12 

Adam Proctor deservedly took his third second place for the weekend only a second behind 
Herford, with the amazing Michael Kinsella less than two seconds further back.  Fourth place was 
taken by the heroic Gary Ogden in his Mako 3, a great result considering his problems earlier in 
the weekend.  Fifth was the young ACT hot shot, Daniel Reynolds, followed by Thomas, followed 
by Tom Ballard, then the unknown Aaren Russell, who is now known and respected (one to 
watch out for).  Ninth and tenth were Ian Chivas (IJC Plumbing Jacer), who recovered superbly 
from spins during the weekend, and Saturday polesitter John Mcdonald (Filesaver Mako), who 
also recovered brilliantly from his Saturday collision. 

Bruce Pearce again clean-sweeped the 1200 class ahead of Phillip Contessa, with Sean Birk 
retaining his third 1200 place from Race 2.  Sean was followed by Michael Stipo and Bernie 
Cannon, who safely finished their first race weekend. 

Unfortunately, Shane Hart, fellow Queenslander Tim Hamilton, Jayson Williamson, and the 
hapless Darren Pritchett, DNF’d. 

The sudden downpour has helped throw a spanner in the plans of the top drivers, so the 
remaining rounds of the best drivers championship in Australia cannot be missed! 

 

RACE REPORT: NSWRRC ‘DO IT IN THE DARK AT ORAN PARK ’ 
 
Congratulations again to all 21 Formula Vee competitors for putting on the best racing of all 
classes at Oran Park for what is almost certainly our last race on the fast Oran Park South circuit.  
The racing was good enough for us to be congratulated by 
the Clerk of the Course.  Congratulations to Ryan Stott and Mark McHenry for 
their wins.  Our qualifying performance was again exceptional, with twelve cars within one second 
of the fastest time. The qualifying session was also very entertaining, with no spins or red flags, at 
least until one car dropped oil around the circuit, and it was fortunate no one was hurt as several 
cars spun at Suttons Corner. Races 2 and 5 were exceptional, and could qualify for races of the 
year, with nose-to-tail racing by large 
leading packs all race.  It was great to see new names amongst the leading groups, with Tim 
Brook, Aaren Russell, Morgan Freemantle, and David Swan, pushing 
the big names hard.  Ian Chivas and Aaren Russell won the "Hard Charger" awards for making 
great comebacks. Simon Duffy "kept his nose clean" all day and scored 
improved results, while Garry Hook learned how to use spanners as well as how to drive faster. 
 
Race 1 saw Mark McHenry just get Ryan Stott for the race win, with the next group consisting of 
David Swan, Ian Chivas, Aaren Russell and Morgan Freemantle close together. Only a few 
seconds behind this group there was a fantastic battle by Anthony Cavangah, Simon Duffy and 
John McDonald. Kevin Humphery, Tim Brook, Darren Pritchett, Gary Hook & Darren Williams all 
fell to an oil slick left on the dog leg. 
 
Race 2 again saw McHenry beat Ryan Stott to the line, Team Stinger racers, Dylan Thomas and 
David Swan filled out the next two places followed by Brook, Russell, Freemantle and Cavanagah. 
Bernie Cannon again took the honours for the 1200 class. 
 
Race 3 saw Ryan Stott move up to take the race win with McHenry slipping back to 6 place. Both 
team stinger drivers moved up one place with Thomas taking out 2nd and Swan holding onto 3rd 
behind a fast improving Morgan Freemantle who himself was battling with Chivas. Darren 
Pritchett and Tim Brook rounded out the top 8.  
 
Race 4 and McHenry recover to win the race with Stott missing out by 3/10th’s. Dylan Thomas 
rounded out the podium with David Swan nipping on his heels. Tim Brook in his older LE-100 did 
well to stay with the lead group, been just over 1 second behind McHenry at the end. 
Congratulations again must go to Bernie Cannon for taking out the 1200 class win. 
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Race 5 and Stott got the upper hand on a hard charging McHenry by 0.0369s! in a change of 
fortune’s Tim Brook rounded out the podium with Aaren Russell close behind and less than a 
second behind Stott. Thomas recovered from a spin to finish in 9th. 
 
Sadly for Michael Stipo, Bernie Cannon, Kevin Humphrey, Darren Pritchett, and Daniel Pauperis, 
technical problems spoiled the day.   
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DC’s Tech Advice 
One of the most overlooked and probably the most important part of a weekends racing is Friday 
testing. It’s the part of the weekend when you can experiment without the obvious penalties of 
getting it wrong on race day. 
It should be noted that with track time being fairly tight on Fridays anything other than basically 
dialling in a set up you’ll be against the 8 ball so to speak. 
Generally we would  do a long range weather check in the days leading to the meeting to see 
what the weather is going to be like, also if the weather will be the same for the 3 days. Secondly 
you would want to find out what time qualifying is and what the approximate time for your race will 
be and try to be on track at those times on Friday.  
If you have to cycle in new tyres you may have to work around the above times suffice to say if 
you have two sets of rims have the new tyres fitted to them do the break in as soon as you can  
and set them aside for later. 
The things you would be looking for are getting a basic read on how the car is jetted. Dyno time 
will get you near the mark but as jetting is critical to temperature and more importantly air density 
if you want to be at the front this is something you need to look at. As the morning gets on and 
the temps/air gets more stable you may want to richen up or lean off to see if any gains are there 
to be had. Remember Fridays have no penalty for getting it wrong whereas getting it right will 
have a big impact on your Saturday and Sunday. Same can be said for things like tyre pressures. 
Some tracks are ‘old’ tyre tracks where a lack of tread depth is a benefit. If you’re having trouble 
balancing the handling on Fridays try some older tyres and see if gains are there to be had. 
Trying variations in tyre pressures may result in a performance increase on the weekend. 
Remember lap times are not important on Friday but the knowledge gained on Fridays will give 
you a better Sat/ Sun. 
These things along with keeping an eye on who is going to be competitive, who you’d like to tow 
off in qualifying and more importantly who you don’t want to ‘race’ in qualifying will get you spots 
further up the grid and will give you knowledge to tune your car if conditions become changeable. 
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SEALING CARDS 
 

“The time has come”, the Walrus said, “to speak of many things, of shoes and ships and 
sealing cards, of cabbages & kings- -”.  

While Robert Louis Stevenson would probably turn over in his grave at misquoting his 
epic poem, we have to live with the fact that from 1st July all competitors will need to have a 
sealing card for the engine and gearbox that they are using for that particular competition. 

The operation of the sealing card system is set out on the FVAA web site and can be 
found under “Rules and Technical”. Although this sets out the reasons and requirements for the 
sealing card system, the actual implementation of the system has been left to the individual states 
get it up and running. 

Basically the system will be that all engines and gearboxes will be renumbered. In the 
case of engines the number will be the seal number of the crankcase at the 1st July and for 
gearboxes the number will be the seal number on the barrel. These numbers will be stamped on 
the engine or gearbox and remain as the identifying number for the life of the engine or gearbox. 

While it was the intention that engines and gearboxes already in vehicles be stamped 
with these numbers by 1st July it is obvious that this is not practical due to the fact that in most 
vehicles it is not possible to access the area required to effectively stamp the numbers.  

However, during the next few weeks all competitors will be issued with sealing cards for 
the engines and gearboxes that they are using. The seal numbers on the engines and gearboxes 
at that time will be entered onto the card. The relevant sealing sheet must be produced and the 
transfer of the numbers to the sealing card must be initialled by either the sealer or the STD (me). 
The stamping of the engine/gearbox will then be carried out, at the latest, at the next time they 
are stripped down and require re-sealing. 

If for some reason the sealing sheet for the seals on the engine or gearbox is missing, 
the card may be initialled by the STD at his discretion, but only up to 1st July 2008. After that date 
the sealing card will not be initialled unless a sealing sheet is produced and the engine or 
gearbox will then require re-sealing to be legal. 

I will have sealing cards at NSW race meetings and all sealers will also have cards.  
The sealing card and sealing sheet are required to be carried with your log book at all 

race meetings. 
While on the subject of sealing sheets, I seem to have a large number of yellow copies 

missing from my file and it appears that they have not all been forwarded to the STD for some 
time now. It is the responsibility of the owner to forward the yellow copy of the sealing sheet to the 
STD. If you have any yellow copies please send them to me at 5 Moss Ave Toukley 2263 or hand 
them to me at race meetings. 

                                                                                                         
Kevin Humphrey                 
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FORMULA ONE AT EASTERN CREEK? (From recent Internat ional news reports) 

The possibility of the Australian Grand Prix moving cities from Melbourne to Sydney has continued to 
increase. 

It is reported in the domestic press on Monday that officials in Sydney, the famous capital of the state 
New South Wales, have commissioned a major feasibility study into whether the Eastern Creek 
venue - already used by the A1GP series - can be upgraded to Formula One standard. 

The $350,000 study, to be carried out by the well-known Apex Circuit Design, is headed by the 
Australian Racing Drivers Club, the managers of Eastern Creek. 

The ARDC hopes to demonstrate to the NSW government that the circuit - located 35 kilometres from 
the city - is a viable alternative to Albert Park in Melbourne and therefore deserves funding.  

Apex is behind Britain's redevelopment of Silverstone, and is also involved in F1's first ever night race 
this year on the streets of Singapore. 

Melbourne's Grand Prix contract is set to expire in 2010, and F1 Chief Executive Bernie Ecclestone 
reportedly said earlier this month that Sydney "can hijack" the event over the current organisers' 
reluctance to stage a night race. 

Bernie Ecclestone has also been in contact with Ian Chivas to ask if Formula Vee is willing to be the 
major support category.  Chivo is considering Bernie’s invitation [after reminding Ecclestone of 
FVee’s continued patronage and how much F1 owes FVee]. 

The Eastern Creek feasibility study will be completed later this year. 

HISTORIC REPORT 

Our friends in the historic world are moving along nicely with their plans to have 12 cars log booked 
and with Certificate of Description’s by years end. For those who aren’t aware, any Historic race car 
with racing history needs not only a log book but a Certificate of Description that details the cars 
history and the technical specification. At this time it looks like there will be 7 cars competing with 
Groups M & O at the June all historic meeting at Oran Park, 28th-29th June. See the HSRCA web site 
for details (www.hsrca.org.au). This really is a fantastic result for the Historic movement, it can only 
go up from here! 
 
Anyone with an old Vee sitting in (or under!) the shed should seriously consider bringing it out of 
retirement. Historic Vee’s are starting to gain in value, now is the time to get them onto the track and 
racing. Those who want any help/information in this area should contact Steve Batty on 0412 958 527. 
 
Last but not least another technical day is planned for early June, those who are interested in 
attending or helping out should again contact Steve. 
 
Historic Vee web site: www.historicveeaustralia.com 
 

 


